Free Concert of the Copenhagen University Choir
Tuesday the 15th of June

The Royal Danish Embassy and Copenhagen University Choir invite to a free concert Tuesday the 15th of June at 7 p.m. in the Aula Magna at Sofia University
The Copenhagen University Choir was founded in 1839 and is thus both Denmark’s oldest male choir as well as amateur choir. The choir has its roots in the academic milieu of Copenhagen, and the some 65 active singers are all active or former students at a university in Denmark. In June 2010 a smaller ensemble of 12 singers conducted by Mr. Jon Hollesen has the great pleasure of performing in Sofia for the first time in the history of the choir. In co-operation with the Royal Danish Embassy in Sofia a number of events have been arranged in the city; among these a public concert at the Aula Magna at Sofia University on Tuesday the 15th of June at 7 pm.

The ensemble of the Copenhagen University Choir will perform a selection of both Danish and international songs. The core repertoire of the choir consists of songs from the so-called “golden age” in Danish cultural history – the romantic period of the 1800-years.

In Denmark the choir gives both public and private concerts, and performs at various official events at the University of Copenhagen. Furthermore the choir has strong ties to the Royal Court of Denmark and thus recently participated in the celebration of HM Queen Margrethe II’s 70th birthday. The Copenhagen University Choir performs abroad as well; most recently in Italy in 2005, Lithuania and Romania in 2007, Norway in 2008 and in Russia in 2009.

Special thanks Sofia University for their kind cooperation.
Conductor:

Jon Hollesen

Names of the singers in the choir:

Poul Lennart Hansen
Niels E. Moltved
Henning Steen Hansen
Peter Rask
Frederik Togeby
Søren Westerberg
Mads Engholm
Poul W. Esberg
Gunnar Krabbe
Cai Schat Behrend
Henrik Jagd
Erling Rørdam (Chairman of Studenter-Sangforeningen/Copenhagen University Choir) 
 PROGRAMME
Mila Rodino (Music: Tsvetan Radoslavov, lyrics: Tsvetan Radoslavov)
Kong Christian/King Christian (Music: unknown, lyrics: Johannes Evald) 
Der er et yndigt land /A lovely land is ours (Music: H.E. Krøyer, lyrics: Adam Oehlenschläger)
Hellige Flamme/Sacred Flame (Music: C.E.F. Weyse, lyrics: Johan Ludvig Heiberg) 
Gaudeamus Igitur (German folk melody, lyrics: v. Christian Wilhelm Kindleben) 
I Danmark er jeg født/In Denmark I was born (Music: Poul Schierbeck, lyrics: H.C. Andersen) 

Modersmålet/Mother Tongue (Music: Henrik Rung, lyrics: N.F.S. Grundtvig) 
Den danske sang/The Danish Song (Music: Carl Nielsen, lyrics: Kai Hoffmann) 
Yndigt dufter Danmark/Lovely smells Denmark (Music: Svend S. Schultz, lyrics: Ulf Hoffmann) 
Majsang/ May Song (Music: Frederik Kuhlau, lyrics: J.H. Voss) 
Den danske sommer/The Danish Summer (Music: Oluf Ring, lyrics: Thøger Larsen) 
I skoven/In the Forest (Music: Peter Heise, lyrics: Henrik Hertz) 
Barkarole/Barkarole (Music: C.E.F. Weyse, lyrics: Johan Ludvig Heiberg) 
Drikkevise/Drinking Song (Music: F. Pacius, lyrics: Knud Walløe) 
Rejsen til vinlandene/The Journey to the Wine Countries (Music: I.P.E. Hartmann, lyrics: Henrik Hertz) 
Rejsesang/The Journey Song (Music: Frederik Kuhlau, lyrics: Christian Hostrup) 
Vila vid denna källa/Rest at this spring (Music and lyrics: Carl Michael Bellman) 
Studentsång/Students Song (Music: Prins Gustaf, lyrics: H. Sätherberg) 
Bort allt vad oro gör/Away all that creates anxiety (Music and lyrics: Carl Michael Bellman) 
Down among the Dead Men (Trad. chantey, arr. R. Vaughan Williams)

High Barbary (Trad. chantey, arr. Arthur E. Hall)

Eight Bells (Trad. chantey, arr. Marshall Bartholomew)

Kornmodsglansen/Summer Lightning (Music: P.E. Lange-Müller, lyrics: E. Lange-Müller)
King Valdemar and the legend of the Danish Flag.
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Painting by Christian August Lorentzen, 1809
The 15th of June is Valdemarsdag in Denmark. This day we celebrate the Danish Flag Dannebrog and the legend about how the flag came to be the Danish national flag.

The legend of the origin of the Danish flag stems from the time of Valdemar Sejr (Valdemar the Victorious), a Danish king who ruled in Denmark from 1202 to 1241. His name was given to him due to his many victories over foreign nations. 

During his crusade in Estonia, on the battlefield of Lyndanis in 1219, the Danish flag, Dannebrog, fell from the skies. According to the legend, in that moment, a voice of prophesy was heard. It said that when this flag was lifted the Danes would win the battle. Hearing this, the Danish soldiers were uplifted and led the Danish King to a great victory.

Dannebrog becomes every Dane’s possession 

Today Dannebrog belongs to the Danish people. But it has not always been that way.

For centuries the flag was used only by the King and State. Also the commercial fleet was given special permission by the King to use the flag. But it was not until 1854 that private citizens were allowed to use the flag. Dannebrog has ever since belonged to the Danish people. On Sundays you will see Dannebrog wave from all churches in Denmark and from many, many flagpoles in private gardens. Danes love their national  flag – the world’s oldest flag still in use. 
